
The Roman Meeting of Science and Faith


By the end of November, Cardinal Dominik Duka’s visit was accompanied not only by meetings of purely ecclesiastical character, like e.g. his participation in the consistory where six new cardinals were appointed and the assumption of the titular basilica of Saint Marcellin and Peter not far from Lateran, but also events in which spiritual, intellectual and academic spheres were interwoven in a fruitful harmony. 

For example, on Friday 23rd November, in the premises of the Nepomucenum College there was a presentation of a book devoted to theological institutes – Bohemicum and Nepomucenum – which were established to serve as education centers for a broad scope of Catholic priests from the Czech lands – both Czechs and Germans. In addition, the history of the Czech colleges in Rome introduces an interesting phenomenon not only in the history of education and spiritual formation of clerical elites because also political, social and national problems got reflected in their history like on a projection screen – not only in the Czech lands and afterward in the Czechoslovak state but also on the European level and it is possible to say also on the worldwide level. Thus, it was not possible to exhaust that theme in one, even though successful, interesting and very inspiring research meeting. On the contrary, the discussion on the “Czech spiritual traces in the Eternal City” can be further developed within international cooperation and in contexts of broader interdisciplinary scopes, in which, apart from experts in theology and church history, also experts in the sphere of cultural history, social history, ideological history, sociology and other fields can participate. What contributed to the interconnection of the sphere of science and the ecclesiastical sphere was also the meeting of Dominik Duka with the president of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, Jiří Drahoš, in the course of which an agreement on cooperation in research in the church and religious history was signed by the two institutions. 

One day later, another discussion took place in the Polish church of Saint Stanislaus where another interesting publication, this time the translation of the book titled “Tradice, která je výzvou” (Tradition which is a challenge), was discussed by its co-author Tomasz Dostatni, a well-known church historian Marek Inglot who teaches at the Pontifical Gregorian University, and also archbishop of Prague emeritus Miloslav Vlk. Apart from discussions related to the book, also meditations on the Czech-Polish relations in the religious sphere were the theme of the evening, as well as considerations regarding the continuing mutual stereotypes and possibilities of mutual inspirations.       

By the end of their stay in Rome, Cardinals Duka and Vlk, along with other Czech and Italian guests, participated in the opening of the exhibition titled “Dictatorship vs. Hope”, which took place in the prestigious Pontifical University of the Holy Cross where it is also possible to view it till the end of January. The exposition shows not only the extent of the persecution of the Church and the instruments of power used for the destruction of the Church or spiritual life but also the ways the Catholic community tried to face it. The exhibition also commemorates the importance of the contacts among Czechoslovak Catholics and the Vatican circles, which were overcoming the iron curtain. In the period of communist bondage, spiritual traditions connected, above all, with reverence for Czech saints and other spiritual personalities played an important role. The Cyrillo-Methodian tradition occupies a significant place among them, too. In the era of communism, it played an important role as a space of freedom. Thus, this exhibition also commemorates the upcoming 1150th anniversary of the arrival of the Christianizing mission of both the saint brothers to Great Moravia.

Thus, the stay of the Czech Primate was, apart from other benefits, also a huge opportunity and an occasion for the development of the dialogue among science, culture and faith. Also Pope Benedict XVI offers one form of such a cooperation, within the “family of nations”, which is to develop the idea of meeting of the world of faith and reason as a way of developing the values of humanity common to both believers and people from the secular sphere.     
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